
For additional information, please contact Whitney Brown in Senator Franken’s office at 

whitney_brown@franken.senate.gov or 202-224-5641.  

Enhancing Nutrition Services to Elderly and Individuals with 

Disabilities Act 

Senator Franken 
 

There are at least 2 million homebound seniors in the United States who rely on family, friends, 

and nonprofit organizations to assist them with basic needs like shopping for groceries or picking 

up prescriptions. Thanks to these individuals and organizations, seniors are able to stay in their 

homes rather than relocating to hospitals or nursing homes, and can both maintain their 

independence and save taxpayer dollars. 

 

Many nonprofit organizations that shop for and deliver groceries to homebound seniors reach a 

substantial population of low-income individuals who are eligible for SNAP benefits (also 

known as food stamps). However, because these organizations are not currently considered retail 

food stores, their customers are not able to use SNAP benefits to purchase groceries. As a result, 

simply because they are homebound, seniors can no longer use the SNAP benefits that they may 

have previously relied on to maximize their food budgets and buy healthy foods. 

 

Senator Franken’s bill will help keep seniors and individuals with disabilities independent 

and in their homes longer by allowing them to use SNAP benefits to buy groceries. This 

legislation allows nonprofit food purchasing and delivery organizations to accept SNAP benefits 

from eligible low-income customers. Organizations are required to notify customers of any 

delivery fee associated with its services and must sell food to customers without a cost markup. 

Customers cannot use SNAP benefits to pay delivery fees, and must pay these fees separately. 

 

This bill includes strong protections against waste, fraud, and abuse. To guarantee that both 

seniors and the SNAP program are protected against fraud and abuse, Senator Franken’s bill 

requires the Secretary of Agriculture to issue regulations detailing criteria that will be used to 

identify nonprofit food purchasing and delivery organizations. Procedures will be put in place to 

make sure that these organizations service seniors and individuals with disabilities who are truly 

unable to shop for food, and that SNAP benefits are only used to purchase food (rather than 

toiletries, cleaning supplies, or other household items). Finally, the regulations will make sure 

that the organization has established safeguards against unauthorized use of electronic benefit 

cards and offers delivery at no or low cost to customers. The bill allows the Secretary to approve 

no more than 20 nonprofit food purchasing and delivery organizations prior to issuing these 

regulations. 
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Minnesota Supporting Organizations 

 Metro Meals on Wheels 

 Fridley Senior Program 

 Minnesota Board of Aging 

 Minnesota Network on Abuse in Later Life 

 Minnesota Association of Area Agencies on Aging 

 Local Public Health Association of Minnesota 

 Association of Minnesota Counties 

 AARP of Minnesota  

 Care Providers of Minnesota 

 Mary Ann Young Senior Center – Blaine, MN 

 Minnesota Partners to End Hunger 

 Hunger Solutions Minnesota 

 Center for Elder Justice and Policy, William Mitchell College of Law 

 Community Emergency Assistance Program 

 Aging Services of Minnesota 

 Minnesota Public Health Association 

 Minnesota Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities 

 DARTS 

 Meals on Wheels of Ramsey County 

 The Arc Minnesota 

 Minnesota Dietetic Association 

 Volunteers of America – Minnesota  

 

National Supporting Organizations 

 AARP 

 American Public Health Association (APHA) 

 Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (formerly the American Dietetic Association) 

 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) 

 Feeding America 

 Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) 

 LeadingAge 

 National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) 

 National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs (NANASP) 

 National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities (NASUAD) 

 National Council on Aging 


