United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 17, 2011

The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

Recently. the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) published a proposed rule
limiting the use of white potatoes, corn, lima beans, and green peas in the National
School Lunch Program to a total of one cup per week of all four vegetables, and
eliminating their use entirely in the School Breakfast Program. It is our understanding
that this restriction is designed to address a lack of vegetable variety in school meals.

While we applaud your agency’s work to improve nutrition in schools, we are
concerned that the proposed limitations on these vegetables may ignore some of the
opportunities to gain from their nutritional benefits in ways that also add vegetable
variety in children’s diets. For example, potatoes, when they are baked instead of fried
and are prepared with healthy toppings such as broccoli. can be part of a balanced meal
that is high in potassium and dietary fiber.

Increasing the variety of vegetables in children’s diets is desirable. However, we
caution that placing strict limits on the use of certain vegetables could work against this
goal, particularly if they are replaced with vegetables that children might be less likely
to eat. For this reason, we urge you to account for factors such as plate waste in setting
restrictions on the use of these vegetables. We also encourage you to consider making
recommendations on how vegetables can be prepared in cases where the preparation,
rather than the vegetable itself, is the cause for concern.

Access to healthy, nutritious meals wiil help children stay focused and alert during the
school day and establish lifelong healthy eating habits. We sincerely appreciate your
efforts to improve child nutrition, and encourage you to consider all of the available
data in setting limits on the use of various foods in school meals.
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We look forward to following your progress on the final regulations.

Sincerely,
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JEFF MERKLEY | - PATTY MURRAY
United States Senator United States Senator

CHARLES E. SCHUMER
United States Slenator
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JON TESTER
United States Senator
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MARIA CANTWELL CARL LEVIN
United States Unjted States Senator
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AL FRANKEN MAX BAUCUS
United States Senator United States Senator
KENT CONRAD

United States Senator



