NMnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 23, 2012

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Science, and Related Agencies
Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Mikulski and Ranking Member Hutchison:

We are writing to request that the FY 2013 Commerce, Justice, Science and Related
Agencies Appropriations bill include at least $78 million for the youth mentoring grants
administered by the Department of Justice (DOJ), the same as last year’s level. We appreciate
your past support for this program. The funding you have provided in the past several years has
had a substantial impact on the quality of mentoring programs around the country and the
number of children they've been able to reach.

Mentoring programs provide youth with the help and guidance they need to discover their
full potential and achieve their goals. In addition, as the Obama Administration has noted,
mentoring is a key factor in crime prevention. In 2010, during a Senate Appropriations
Committee hearing, Attorney General Eric Holder stated:

We have to understand that crime fighting happens not only by police officers and
by prosecutors, crime fighting happens in schools, it happens through
mentoring... We have to look at the social conditions that tend to breed crime. If
we want to keep the crime rate down, we have to deal with those underlying
social conditions and mentoring is one of the key ways in which we do that.

Studies have shown that children who participate in mentoring programs are more likely
to attend class and less likely to use illegal drugs and alcohol. Unfortunately, although there are
nearly 17.6 million young people that could benefit from mentoring in the United States, only 3
million of these at-risk youth are currently matched with a mentor, leaving nearly 15 million
children without a dedicated mentor to turn to for guidance.

The youth mentoring grants administered by DOJ provide critical funding to national,
regional, and local organizations that mentor at-risk children and youth. Over the years, federal
support has enabled these groups to increase child safety measures and improve the quality and
outcomes of mentoring relationships.

A mentor can change the course of a disadvantaged child's life. But mentoring
organizations must have the resources they need to ensure quality, lasting relationships between
responsible adults and children in need. An investment in mentoring is indeed an investment in
our nation's future.



We appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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